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Latter to Artist

You are hereby sommissioned to execute for this :
sn oil portrait of Secretary Benson with s sultable frame for
hanging in the Department of Agriculture with the portraits of
the faormer secretaries of Agriculture, The dimensions of the
portrall are to be g tely 36xi8, including a suitable
frame o tely 4 1/2%, which must conform to the general
style snd strusture of those vhich are now lng in the Department.
Upon dslivery of the portrait and scceptance by the Department,
payment will be mads to you in the sum of $2,150.
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Exigenoy Statement

Commission to execute an oil portrait of Secretsry Ezrs
Benson to be hung on the valls of the Department of Agrioulture
in continuance of a series of officlal portraits of former
searetaries of Agriculture was in aceordance with Mr. Benson's
stlection of s competent artist. Any sction to conform to the
requirements for securing ¢ itive bids vas in ¢onsequence
imgracticsl. Although the price of $2,150, cherged for executing,
excesds the amount considered in former years, it is considered
Justified and reasonable and appears to be in line with that paid
by other Government agencies for portraits of their secretardes.
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